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“We must love this Sacred Heart, with all our strength and with all our capacity.  Yes, we 
must love Him and He will establish His empire and will reign in spite of all His enemies and 
their opposition.” 

St. Margaret Mary 
 
Greetings to all!  This month we are blessed with a write-up from Tom Mueller that documents his path to the 
Sacred Heart devotion and ministry.  Its purpose is to help tie together ongoing efforts by laity to spread the 
good news and spiritual benefits that follow faithful commitments to honor the Heart of Christ in families and 
other venues. The work approved by St. Pius X in 1907 and pioneered diligently by Fr. Mateo Crawley 
Boevey, ss.cc. and Fr. Francis Larkin, ss.cc. continues and is so vital in the light of all that is going on in our 
world… 
  
Please see below and thanks to Tom for sharing! 
 
Favors from the Heart of Christ 
 
Tom and Mary Kay Mueller were married on Thanksgiving Day of 1956.  Their first child, Christopher, was 
born in April of 1958.  They also looked forward to another child in the near future.  
It was a mystery to them that a second child was not yet conceived and at the end of three years plus, were 
concerned enough to have a medical examination.  There was nothing found to prevent conception according to 
the doctor.   
 
In June of 1961, Tom and Kay heard a presentation by the west coast Director of the Apostolate of Prayer.  His 
name was Father Frank Parrish. Fr. Frank talked about his friend, Father Francis Larkin who promoted the 
Enthronement of the Sacred Heart.  There were great favors bestowed on individuals who honored the Heart of 
Christ in their homes and made a covenant of love with the Sacred Heart. 
 
Tom approached his Pastor, Msgr. Edmond Wade of St. Mark Parish in Venice, California to assist on this 
matter. Msgr. Wade handed Tom a booklet authored by Fr. Larkin that explained the Enthronement and 
contained a Ceremony. He said it was not necessary for the presence of a priest and as head of the household 
Tom could conduct the Ceremony. 
 
On the Feast of the Transfiguration in August of 1961, Tom and Kay enthroned the Sacred Heart in their hearts 
and home in the presence of their first child Christopher and close friends Gilbert and Diane Friese and Bill and 
Eileen Corrigan.   
“I will bless every dwelling in which an image of my heart is both exposed and honored.” That is one of the 
many promises passed on to the nun, St. Margaret Mary of Alacoque. Our Lord was faithful to his promise.  
Nine months and eight days later Paul Gerard Mueller was born. 



 
 
Additionally 
In 1970, Anthony Nieto of St. Barbara Parish in Santa Ana shared with Tom Mueller his plan to form a group of 
men to be dedicated to promoting the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in families.  The group would be part 
of a national organization called Men of the Sacred Heart.  Later the name was changed to Men of the Sacred 
Hearts since the group promoted veneration of the Immaculate Heart of Mary as well as worship of the Sacred 
Heart.  
  
Tom promised Tony he would attend an orientation session to be given by Father Francis Larkin, ss.cc. Fr. 
Larkin was the successor to the founder of this apostolate, Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey, ss.cc.  Fr. Mateo 
received a mandate from Pope St. Pius X in June of 1907 to bring this apostolate to the whole world.  He did get 
to twenty-two countries before dying May 4, 1960. Tom told Tony in light of a growing family, increasing 
professional workload, and as a catechist for high schoolers, he could not commit to working in the 
Enthronement apostolate even though he was impressed with Father Larkin’s message. 
 
After the orientation in late October, 1970, Tom was focused on the approaching birth of his 5th child, Mary Jo.  
Like the previous four children, Mary Kay woke Tom early on November 24, 1970.  “It is time to head for the 
hospital.” This time the baby did not chose to leave the womb within an hour as the others did. Tom had taken 
Father Larkin’s book about the Enthronement with him to the hospital.  Since birth was delayed, he began 
reading. After three Chapters he checked with his wife.  “Any action yet?” Not a thing and so back to reading.  
This continued all day.  At 5:30 PM in the afternoon, Tom finished reading the book.  He decided that he 
needed to make some adjustments in his life to permit doing this work. This apostolate was a means of 
spreading the good news of salvation through the Heart of Christ. As soon as he made that decision, Mary Jo 
was born.  Tom hooked up with Tony for two years and when Tony had to leave St. Barbara Church and the 
local Chapter of the Men of the Sacred Heart; Tom took over as Santa Ana Chapter President in 1973.  In 1985, 
he became the 3rd National President for a period of 16 years. He met Gloria Anson in 1983 and began working 
with her in 1990 on holding national conferences centered on the Sacred Heart; 1991, 1993, 1997, and 2007. An 
International Conference was held in Paray Le Monial in 2011. 
 
In 2005, effort was begun to formally establish our Sacred Heart Apostolate located in Syracuse, NY as a non-
profit organization. A final version of the incorporation was finally granted in 2009.  Gloria Anson was 
stipulated as founder and its very first President. Thomas J. Mueller was installed as the first Chairman of the 
Board of Directors.  Msgr. John Esseff of the Diocese of Scranton, PA was appointed as the Chaplain. 
Gloria Anson passed on the eve of Christ the King in 2017.  She was replaced by a team member, Anne Costa.  
Due to health issues Anne had to resign in a few months.  Lisa Morris of Knoxville TN was appointed as 
President. Due to inability to find three new officers in Syracuse, Bishop Cunningham was informed that our 
headquarters would move to Knoxville, TN, a move approved by Bishop Stika in 2018.  
Effective January 1, 2019, the Board approved an initiative by Chairman Mueller to appoint Board Vice-
Chairman Steve Crowe as Chairman.  Mueller would retain a position on the Board. 
 
 
Thomas J. Mueller 
Feast of the Sacred Heart, 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Following Tom’s letter, David Tay of the Men of the Sacred Hearts, sent this communication. 
 
Tom,  
Thank you for your long service the His Sacred Heart.  
  
Today, in the SE Michigan area, we are having problems recruiting young men as well as senior citizens to do 
the enthronement work. For the past 7 years, my board and I have burned through multiple recruitment 
programs with little success.  
  
We are now partnering with Chesterton Academy's (30 schools Nationally) in Detroit. In speaking with their 
founding directors last year, we found common ground and hammered out a program called  
  
Chesterton Men of the Sacred Hearts Honor Society  
  
We will begin inviting boys only to join this society (girls have their own program) and introduce Fr. Mateo and 
the 12 Promises to them, then do role-playing, and then have the boys go to the students and staff homes to 
Enthrone the Sacred Heart of Jesus. When we have those home accounted for, we will go door to door in the 
neighborhood looking for service projects while asking about having the home enthroned.  
  
We begin September 2020, please keep us in your prayers.  
  
David Tay 
Men of the Sacred Hearts 
 
Please pray for them! It is an honor and a blessing for our Apostolate to serve Our Lord with other ministries in 
spreading His Kingdom of Love. 
 
Important Holy Dates in July 
 
3 - First Friday 
4 – First Saturday  
15 – St. Bonaventure (1217-1274)      
23 – St. Bridget of Sweden (1302-1373)   
31 – St. Ignatius of Loyola, SJ (1491-1556) 
 
Several of our Sacred Heart missionaries/promoters have been praying the 24-hour rosary on First Fridays.  They 
have sent a message to invite all of us to this powerful prayer of unity and have an easy way to sign-up if you 
would like to participate. 
 
The rosary will start at 12:01 am each first Friday and end at midnight the close of the day.  Please email or text 
back an hour in the central time zone that you would like to cover.   Thank you and God Bless! 
Contact Malise Buford.  Email tbuford@cox.net Phone: 337-389-1276  

 

 

 “Sinners shall find in My Heart the source and infinite ocean of mercy.” 
 

Do we truly believe this promise? 


